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Below is taken from The National Spiritualist.—°

MRS. JESSY
GREENWOOD, J.P.

(Chairman Hebden Bridge U.D.C.)

Mrs. J. Greenwood was born at Cawkwell,
Lincolnshire May 8th, 1860, and spent all her
girlhood’s days in these surroundings. At the age
of 19, she left home to take a teaching post at
Calder, Yorkshire. Here she met Mr. William
Greenwood,7 and was married two later, settling
down at Sowerby Bridge, from which centre and
the neighbouring town of Hebden Bridge has
emanated all the activities which has made and
useful to her.

At Sowerby Bridge, Mrs. Greenwood was
attracted to the Lyceum, and in her enthusiasm gave her best efforts successively in
all the offices it offered. She was elected President of the Lyceum Union in the
Jubilee year 1897-8. Together with Messrs. Kitson, Kersey, Venables, Morse,
Mason, Todd, Miss Naylor and others she was instrumental in laying the
foundation of the organisation now known as the B.S.L.U.®

Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood were indeed both active workers locally and
nationally, and in the Yorkshire Federation. Later when the S.N.U. was formed
under guidance and activity of Hanson G. Hey, Mr. Greenwood became the
Treausrer of the Union, which he held until his passing in 1905. Mrs. Greenwood
was elected to the S.N.U. Council in 1906, and served two years. Re-elected in
1912 she served continuously until her retirement in 1925. Elected Vice-President
1922, and President 1924-5. She was granted Honorary Membership in 1928.

The year of her election as President concided with the facts that the Union
celebrated its 21st birthday, and elected its first woman president. Mrs. Green-
wood’s greatest service on the Union was work on the Propaganda Committee.

Outside Spiritualism, Mrs. Greenwood has rendered conspicuous service in
many directions. In 1905 she was elected a Guardian of the Poor on the Todmorden
Board, and remained for six years the only woman member. From this position she
passed to service on the Local Education Committee and has been a Governor of
the Secondary School some years, and has occupied the Chairmanship of that body.

8 —The National Spiritualist, No. 61, Vol. VI, July 1929. The photograph in the article is poor quality; the image
shown is from Psypioneer archives, date unknown.

7 —William Greenwood, aged only 44, died on Saturday, April 22, 1905. “The Passing of William Greenwood,
Treasurer of the British Spiritualists' National Union.” See Psypioneer, Volume 6, No 11: November 2010, pages
317-318.

¥ —B.S.L.U: British Spiritualists’ Lyceum Union; the history of this will be given in the next issue.
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For 19 years Mrs. Greenwood has been an active worker in the Co-operative
Movement, serving on the local Co-operative Society as a Director, and is at the
present time Vice-President.

Again in 1921, fresh honours came in her elevation as a County Magistrate,
being the first and only woman J.P. to sit on the Todmorden Bench. Four years
earlier, Mrs. Greenwood became a member of the Hebden Bridge Urban District
Council, and in May of this year the crowning honour was bestowed on her by
election as chief Citizen, viz., Chairman of the Urban District Council.

An active life, full of service to her fellow citizens of town and country, and a
type of that Spiritualism, which finds religious consolation and inspiration for the
daily life of service to humanity.

~—— L e~

Below is taken from The National Spiritualist:—°

MR. R. A. OWEN

(Past President of the S.N.U.)

Mr. Robert A. Owen was born at Bootle, Lan-
cashire, Oct. 27th, 1881. His father was a native of
North Wales. Robert was educated at St. John’s Church
Day School, which he left at the age of 12 years to
become a wage earner. When 9 years of age, he was
brought into contact with the Lyceum at Daulby Hall,
Liverpool and there began the life-long friendship with
his colleagues, Mr. E. A. Keeling. In these early years
the gifts of clairvoyance and Clairaudience were
developed, and helped to conviction to his parents of
the reality of a life beyond the tomb.

In 1896, a Spiritualist Society and Lyceum was opened at Bootle, and young
Robert transferred his membership to the new Lyceum. Here he graduated in the
various offices of both Lyceum and Church. The Church was closed within a few
years, and Mr. Owen went back to Daulby Hall, where he remained until his removal
to Dublin in 1924.

An ardent spiritualist throughout his life, Mr. Owen saw the birth of the South
West Lancs and Cheshire Group in July 1904. He was appointed Secretary, a
position he held for many years. When the Lancashire District Committee came into
existence, Mr. Owen was elected its President, which he retained until his removal to
Ireland.

% —The National Spiritualist, No. 63, Vol. VI, September 1929. The photograph is taken from the article.



He was elected to the National Council in 1908, and only retired this year after
filling in succession the office of Vice-President, 1923-25, President 1925-28, and
one year as Ex-President of the Union. He has thus completed 21 years, successive
service on the National Council.

His interests have been particularly directed to organisation, propaganda, finance
and education. As secretary of the Organisation Committee he was instrumental in
getting a census of the Churches and their activities. Out of these labours there came
the institution of two-fold membership, the Study Groups Scheme, and re-drafting of
Rules for Churches, District Councils, and for the National Council.

He has been no less active in the Lyceum movement. He became District Visitor
in 1904, and held all offices in the Liverpool Lyceum District Council. In 1907 he
became Secretary of the United Lyceum District Council, and later its President. In
1908 he was elected to the Management Committee of the B.S.L.U. and was Vice-
President prior to his election as President in 1911. Later in 1919, he became
Treasurer to the Union, holding that office until his removal to Dublin.

NS C NN

Below is taken from The National Spiritualist.—"°

MR. ERNEST ALLAN
KEELING, A.N.S.C.

(President: Spiritualists, National Union).

It is with pleasure that this month we present a
picture of Mr. Ernest A. Keeling,'"' who was re-
elected President at the recent Annual General
Meeting. Born in 1877, Mr. Keeling was
educated at St. Margaret’s (Anfield, Liverpool)
Higher Grade School, and during his early years
attended the Sunday School connected with the
Church. His schooling was unfortunately
curtailed through the loss of his father whose
transition took place in January 1890. Economic
necessity made it imperative he should help in
maintaining the home and he started to work
shortly after his 13th birthday. Within a few
months he joined the Lyceum at Daulby Hall,
which at that time was conducted by Mr. S. S.
Chiswell, to whose training, together with the influence of Mr. Chiswell, much of his
past and present usefulness must be attributed. Before long he became an active
worker in the Lyceum and after filling several minor offices eventually became

1 —The National Spiritualist, No. 62, Vol. VI, August 1929.

" —The photograph is taken from the Britten Memorial Museum, Stansted Hall; the article photograph
(different image) is poor quality.



secretary. It was while holding this office that he was cited as a co-defendant with
Mr. Chiswell and others in a case tried in the High Court of Justice before the late
Mr. Justice Phillimore, as a result of which it was established that a Lyceum is an
integral part of a Church and subject to its authority.

While still in his teens he suffered several severe illnessess and was ordered to
take a sea voyage, being unable to afford such a luxury he joined the S.S. New
England as a steward and for nearly two years sailed between Liverpool and Boston,
U.S.A. When in the latter city he paid occasional visits to Mr. A. J. Davis and spent
happy and profitable hours in his company.

In 1903 Mr. Keeling was elected to the Executive Committee of the B.S.L.U. and,
except during a protracted attack of neurasthenia, has since been an enthusiastic
worker on behalf of the Lyceum movement, of which he was President for two years.
As time, went on he added Church work to his Lyceum activities. He was elected as
auditor to the S.N.U. in the year 1925, and the following year was promoted to be
Councillor, which position he filled till 1919. He was re-elected in 1925, passed to
the Vice-Chair in 1926, and in 1928 followed Mr. J. Greenwood to the Presidential
Chair, and was re-elected without opposition this year.

Among other interests which have claimed attention mention should be made of
the Workers’ Educational Association with which Mr. Keeling was associated for
some years, being branch secretary for a brief period. He is chairman of one of the
largest amateur sports organisations in the Liverpool district and has been connected
with amateur football for upwards of 20 years.

For recreation—oh yes, he does have recreation—Mr. Keeling adopts gardening
during the summer months and enjoys an evening with spade or hoe, while for the
darker evenings he prefers amateur operatics, in which connection he has
successfully played many minor parts.
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Below is taken from The National Spiritualist.—'?

MR. J. B. McINDOE

The newly-elected President of the Spiritualists’
National Union is a native of Paisley, and is the
son of a Free Church Minister. As a young man
he felt no desire to follow a ministerial career,
preferring the profession of Electrical Engineering.
At this period his qualities of leadership were in
abeyance. He took no part in public affairs until he
went to reside in the City of Glasgow in 1917. In
the next year he became a member of the Glasgow
Association of Spiritualists.”” His interest in its
management was aroused and, in 1919, he was
elected to the important office of Secretary, and
continues to fulfil the duties associated therewith.

In his capacity of Secretary, Mr. McIndoe did a
full share in the activities that brought into
existence the new Church Hall in Holland Street.
The official opening in 1923 was the fulfilment of
a long-cherished ambition.

When the Area Scheme was adopted by the Union in 1921, Mr. McIndoe became the first
secretary of the newly-created Scottish District Council and continued in office until 1925,
when he was elected President. He still retains that office. The same year which saw the
creation of the District Council carried him to the Council of the National Union as Area
Representative. He has now relinquished that office to take on the highest office in the
service of the National Union.

Mr. MclIndoe is a man of untiring energy and of great force of character. He possesses all
the fighting instincts of the Scottish people, never knowing defeat in his advocacy of any
Cause he has espoused. As a committee man he is invaluable in his remarkable capacity for
details. He has rendered conspicuous service on Trust Property and Pooling Committees, and
on Publications and the Finance and General Purposes Committees. On the Pooling
Committee he undertook a great part of the work of preparing the Draft Scheme, and watches
very closely all pool transactions to safeguard the interests of the Union and the funds
deposited by the Churches. Again, on the Publications Committee he brings the business
mind to bear. To his indomitable courage in the face of discouragements is largely due the
continued existence of the NATIONAL SPIRITUALIST MONTHLY. In the Finance and

"2 The National Spiritualist, No. 74, Vol. VII, August 1930. The photograph is taken from the Britten
Memorial Museum, Stansted Hall; the article photograph (different image) is poor quality.

1 —For information see Psypioneer, Volume 7, No 10: October 2011 — The Glasgow Association of Spiritualists
— Paul J. Gaunt & Historical Notes (Glasgow Association of Spiritualists) — The Two Worlds. Also see
Psypioneer, Volume 8, No 8: August 2012 — Mr. J. B. Conklin and the Founding of Glasgow Association of
Spiritualists — Paul J. Gaunt & Early Glasgow Spiritualism — The Medium and Daybreak.



General Purposes Committee his aim is ever to secure the utmost efficiency in the
organisation with due economy.

These manifold duties occupy a very large portion of his time, and involve frequent
absences from home, which would not be possible but for the cordial sympathy and
sacrificing encouragement of Mrs. MclIndoe and his three daughters. An accident which befel
him thirty years ago gravely impaired his eyesight.'* It is a tribute to his sterling qualities
that, in spite of this very serious handicap, he has been able to accomplish so much for the
Cause of Spiritualism.

G.F.B.”

~—— e i~

In the National Spiritualist for November 1925 we read of a ‘Glasgow Investigator’
achieving astonishing results from a non-professional physical medium in direct voice:

THE TESTIMONY OF A GLASGOW INVESTIGATOR

Experiences of psychic phenomena were related before the Birmingham and
Midland Society for Psychical Research on October 1st, by Mr. J. Arthur Findlay,
vice-president of the Glasgow Psychical Research Society. The lecture was largely a
record of a series of sittings the speaker had had with Mr. John C. Sloan, the
Glasgow trance and direct voice medium. Mr. Findlay said in his careful
investigations, which had lasted over seven years, he found from his notes of 44
different seances that 77 separate voices had spoken to him, or to personal friends he
had taken with him; 271 separate facts had been given to him or to them, 169 of
which facts he classed as Al, as it was impossible for the medium or anyone else
present to have known them. The other facts he classed as A2, because by means of
newspapers or reference books the medium could have found them out.

Mr. Findlay gave examples of the communications which he and his friends had
received, and described how, in his opinion, it was possible for the departed to re-
materialise their vocal organs sufficiently to communicate with this world. He said
his father had given him good evidence of his continued existence on a number of
occasions. In relating the communications he had received, the speaker declared
them to be fraud-proof and telepathy-proof.

'* —John Brown McIndoe, who was known as Mac, died on the eve of his 84th birthday in May 1958, then
virtually blind, and for the last few years could hear only with the use of a mechanical aid. It was Mac who
launched Helen Duncan on her career as a materialisation medium. There is a wealth of information on McIndoe
which can be found on Psypioneer — via its online search engine.

15, —George F. Berry, General Secretary of the SNU and former SNU President 1920-1922, will be featured in
the next issue.
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The founder of the Glasgow Psychical Research Society was James Arthur Findlay. Details
can be noted below as published in the weekly journal, Light, on April 8th 1922 (p. 22):

GLASGOW SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH

We have received a copy of the first Annual Report (1921) of this Society. It
records the origin of the Society on October 27th, 1920, when, after the reading of a
paper on Psychical Research, by Mr. J. Arthur Findlay, a resolution was passed that
the Society be formed from those present with power to add to its numbers. A further
resolution appointed a Provisional Committee to draft a Constitution, outline a
scheme of work, and nominate officers. The proposals of this Committee, together
with the Constitution, were adopted at a subsequent meeting of the Society, held on
December 14th, 1920.

The Report expresses its recognition of the honour conferred upon the Society by
the acceptance of its Presidency by Sir Arthur Balfour, and records the series of
addresses delivered to the Society by Sir Oliver Lodge and Sir William Barrett,
amongst others,, The generosity of Mr. Edward J. Thomson, one of the Vice-
Presidents, Mr. J. McLennan Boyd and other members and friends has resulted in the
establishment of a library of substantial size, which is growing daily under the
direction of Dr. Knight. Of the work of the Investigations Committee it is stated that
it has been so far without substantial results. The Council acknowledges with thanks
the services of the Honorary Secretary, Miss Irwin; of Mr. John G. Findlay, the
Honorary Treasurer; and of Mr. J. Ronald Young, C.A., for auditing the accounts.
The Balance Sheet shows that the financial position is very satisfactory.

NS I

We can note from the report that the Honorary Treasurer was Arthur Findlay’s brother, John
Galloway Findlay;'® Findlay’s investigations with John Campbell Sloan (1869-1951) were
featured earlier in an address given at the London Spiritualist Alliance'” on Thursday, April
3rd, 1924, titled “The Independent Voice. A Critical Examination of the Phenomena.” This
was published (over a number of issues) in their journal, Light, starting on April 19th,
1924; Findlay’s typed lecture draft and his handwritten amendments/corrections, etc. are
held in the Britten Memorial Museum at Stansted Hall.

John Sloan’s mediumship is mostly associated with Findlay through his investigations,
lectures and books but in the Psypioneer journal for December 2012'* we find a rare report
on Sloan’s mediumship in London at the British College of Psychic Science (BCPS).

1 —John Galloway Findlay died on Saturday, 24th November, 1956 at Bournemouth; his health had deteriorated
since an attack of thrombosis five years earlier.

7 —Arthur Findlay would later become President of the London Spiritualist Alliance; today it is called the
College of Psychic Studies, 16 Queensberry Place, London SW7 2EB, UK.

" __Volume 8, No 12: December 2012:—John Campbell Sloan (1869-1951) — Paul J. Gaunt & A Scotch
Materializing and Voice Medium — Mrs Hewat McKenzie.
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ERNEST WALTER OATEN

1875-1952

His contribution to Spiritualism was long and notable, giving almost 60 years’ service

In the last issue of “The Pioneer Journal,” we noted the significant part the Two Worlds
played in the formation of the Spiritualists’ National Federation (SNF), which brought about
the Spiritualists’ National Union (SNU). This was together with an article by James J. Morse,
who gave an informed and detailed overview of the early developments of the SNF:
“Spiritualism in Great Britain.”

The Two Worlds was co-founded by Emma Hardinge Britten and Edward Wallis in 1887."
The first issue was published on Friday November 18th 1887, under the editorship of Emma
Hardinge Britten. '®

In the same issue of “The Pioneer” a brief mention was given to the former SNU President
Ernest Walter Oaten.'” Here is a short biography taken from ‘The National Spiritualist’ of
October 1929:'®

Who’s Who in the S.N.U.
Mr. E. W. Oaten

President, International Spiritualist Federation.

Editor, “Two Worlds,” Past President, S.N.U.

Mr. E. W. Oaten was born at Bristol, in 1875.
His father was a Nonconformist lay preacher, and
a keen politician with a gift for platform oratory,
and this gift was handed on to his son like Elisha’s
mantle. He began work in a printing establishment
at the early age of eleven years. By the time he
was seventeen, he had left Bristol, and was
assistant secretary of a large Band of Hope in
South Wales.

His attention was attracted to Spiritualism the
following year when he was a youth of 18 years.

15 _See Psypioneer Volume 9, No 5: May 2013:—After Forty Years — An Outline of the History of “The Two
Worlds.”

' _Early editors were Emma Hardinge Britten (1887-1892), Edward Walter Wallis (1892-1898), Peter Lee
(1889-1899), Will Phillips (1899-1906), James Johnson Morse (1906-1919), and Ernest Walter Oaten (1919-
1945).

7 _For more on Oaten see Psypioneer Volume 5, No 6: June 2009:—The B.B.C. Gives in at Last. Ernest Oaten
to Broadcast & The Personal Side — pages 190-195.

'8 _The National Spiritualist: Vol. VI. No 64., October 1929 — the first official journal of the SNU edited by
former SNU President George Berry.
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He was fortunate in the many phases of phenomena he came in contact with at this
easy stage in his career. Among physical phenomena he witnessed independent
levitation, apports, independent writing (without contact) and materialisations in
good light through the mediumship of Mr. W. Jeune and others. He listened to such
orators as Mrs. E. H. Britten, J. J. Morse, E. W. Wallis, Florence Marryat and
others. He then sought development which speedily resulted in Trance Mediumship.
Joining the Cardiff Society, his services were sought in the district, and Pontypridd,
Newport, Barry and Merthyr platforms were acceptably filled. In 1900 he moved to
Portsmouth, and helped in the re-organising of the local psychical society, and in
founding the Portsmouth Spiritual Temple. In these years, he gave valuable
assistance in founding the Spiritualist Churches in Southampton and the surrounding
areas.

For a brief space between 1905 and 1909, Mr. Oaten was back in Bristol, and took
up political work, acting as assistant registration agent for a number of years.

During 1909 he responded to a call from the Sheffield Spiritualist Societies, to
become resident organiser. In 1911, he secured a seat on the S .N .U., and has been
continuously a member of the Council from that date onwards. In 1915, he was
elected to the Presidential chair, and occupied that important position through all the
trying period of the war years.'” After three years service as organiser of the
Sheffield D.C. Mr. Oaten spent two years as the resident speaker of the Attercliffe
Church, a position which he only relinquished in Sept. 1914, in consequence of war
conditions.*’

In 1919 on the passing of Mr. J. J. Morse,”’ Mr. Oaten succeeded to the
Editorship of the “Two Worlds,” which he continues to edit with marked success. As
Secretary of the Two Worlds Company he has disclosed keen business instincts. In
1928, he was unanimously elected President of the International Spiritualist
Federation and in the interests of International Spiritualism he recently visited
Holland and Belgium.22

As a speaker in the Spiritualist Movement, Mr. Oaten commands universal
respect, and has won popularity unique in our movement. On the National Council,

" Note his Presidential address, looking back at the War, delivered at the SNU Annual Conference held at the
Mechanics’ Hall, Nottingham, on July 5th 1919 — see Psypioneer Volume 7, No 6: June 2011.

2 _ Attercliffe Spiritualist Church: A Rededication ceremony was held on September 20th 1999 at the Attercliffe
Spiritualist Centre, Bold Street, Sheffield by SNU President Minister Judith Seaman. Ten years later in
December 2009 they celebrated their centenary. Note the church’s history page and Oaten’s early connection
with the church:—http://www.attercliffespiritualistchurch.co.uk/history.php

2! _for more on James Morse see Psypioneer Volume 8, No 10: October 2012:—James Johnson Morse — Paul J.
Gaunt, & J. J. Morse — Julia Schlesinger.

* _An early sketch of the ISF was given at the sixth Congress of the International Spiritualists’ Federation in
Glasgow, in September 1937 by M. Beversluis who was the only original member of the Executive Committee.
Beversluis was from Schiedam, Holland and had been a minister of the Dutch Reform Church for 46 years; he
was in his 81st year. It can also be noted that Rev. M. Beversluis had played a substantial part in the early history
and foundation of the ISF. See Psypioneer Volume 4, No 3: March 2008:—A sketch of the History of the L.S.F. —
M Beversluis — note also the following article The International Congress of Spiritualists. [Please note:
“Presented to the ISF’s 1948 Congress in London,” was incorrectly inputted]
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his most enduring work has been on the Trust Property Committee and Pooling
Scheme.

In 1909, Mr. Oaten took to wife, Miss A. Johnson, of Cardiff, a well-known
platform clairvoyante. For 20 years he has been sustained and strengthened by loving
comradeship and loyal support in the manifold duties that have fallen to his lot.

e

In the Two Worlds February 3rd 1939 Oaten makes — An Appeal:

The History of The Two Worlds

OVER fifty years ago, The Two Worlds was formed to record the Phenomena,
present the philosophy, and report the activities of modern Spiritualism, and to
popularise a growing Movement. At that time Spiritualism was little known and
much misunderstood; the weight of public opinion was dead against it, and even the
Press treated it only with ridicule or contempt. The subscribed capital was just over
£1,500, and on this limited sum the paper has been carried on for half a century.
During that time it has materially assisted to overcome prejudice and opposition, has
helped to popularise modern Spiritualism, and has become known and respected in
every civilised country. Articles from The Two Worlds are translated and published
in the foreign Spiritualist Press month by month.

What We Have Done!

Founded in 1887, it experienced heavy struggle. The first 25 years of its existence
showed a consistently adverse balance sheet, but the paper was a brilliant success in that
it did the work for which it was founded. The Two Worlds was largely instrumental in
originating the Spiritualist National Federation and, later, in securing its incorporation as
the Spiritualist National Union, Ltd., thereby enabling Spiritualist Churches own and
control their own property. The National Fund of Benevolence was initiated by Mrs.
Wallis during the time her honoured husband was the editor of our paper. The National
Hymn Book was compiled and published at the expense of the Two Worlds and
nearly a quarter of a million copies have been sold. By 1910 The Two Worlds had
just become a paying proposition.

Then came the Great War, which put scores of newspapers out of circulation; costs
rose steadily, paper was difficult to obtain and during the succeeding five years 1914 to
1919 its resources gradually dwindled. During the war the Company lost £400 of its
capital, but The Two World readers subscribed for a fleet of six ambulances for the
Red Cross at a cost of £1,100.

We asked nothing for ourselves.

In 1919, I took over the editorship after the transition of my old friend J. J. Morse.
The financial position was then difficult and during twenty years I have had a continual
struggle. I know 1 have friends throughout the country who appreciate the work I have
done. I ask nothing for myself—I have no other desire than to see The Two Worlds
placed upon a firm and solid foundation, and enabled to carry on its work of
disseminating Light and Truth and showing Spiritualism to the world.
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The Actual Facts

It has been stated that The Two Worlds is controlled by the Spiritualist National
Union. That is not true. (The fact is, the Union was started as the result of agitation in
The Two Worlds.) When the paper started in 1887, many Spiritualist Churches
subscribed to its capital; they are s#i// on the list of shareholders, so that many of the
Churches rather than the Union have an interest in the paper. Further, every editor of The
Two Worlds has been a member of the National Council, and several of them have
been its President. Members of the Council of the Spiritualist National Union have
always been invited to a position on its Board of Directors. There is no obligation in the
matter, but 7he Two Worlds has always considered that an organised Movement is
essential to the well-being of Spiritualism, and has considered it wise to work in the
closest collaboration with such organisation. While individual effort can be useful in
propaganda, we believe that organisation is necessary for consolidation.

Help Us To Expand

The growing popularity of Spiritualism in these days presents an opportunity for the
development of Spiritualist activities which the company are largely hindered from
taking advantage of, and I am therefore appealing to the readers of 7he Two Worlds and
lovers of a clean and dignified Spiritualism to assist in raising a Sustentation Fund of
£1,000 to enable The Two Worlds to maintain and extend the service it has rendered
and to extend its usefulness in many directions.

I have devoted the whole of my life to the spread of the Movement, in return for a
mere subsistence, | have conducted thousands of meetings in every part of the country,
many of them without fee or reward, at the call of the spirit. Will you now help me to
continue and expand the work for which The Two Worlds was founded? All
contributions will be gratefully received and acknowledged in our columns.

ERNEST W. OATEN.
e

A year later in the Two Worlds March 15th 1940, Oaten tells us how through Spirit
Guidance his position as Editor was orchestrated by the spirit of Emma Hardinge Britten:

Twenty-one Years

ON March 16th I shall complete twenty-one years as the Editor of The Two
Worlds.” They have been years of struggle and difficulty, in which I have been
heartened and sustained by the loyalty of my readers, the co-operation of
contributors, and the good-will of the whole Movement.

When I entered upon my Editorial duties, the circulation of The Two Worlds
was small, and the financial position critical. There have been many, times during
the interim when it has been difficult to see a clear path, but through all those
years I have been very conscious of the help and assistance of that noble band of
pioneers whose successor | have tried to be. It would have been easy to have
obtained material success by lowering the standards set by these pioneers, but I

3 _Article is taken from The Two Worlds March 15th 1940 page 96.
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have always been conscious of the fact that the maintenance of religious and
philosophical standards is the only way to present Spiritualism deteriorating to the
level of sensationalism, wonder-mongering, and fortune- telling. I have tried to
make The Two Worlds the voice of the spirit world, to avoid credulity, and to
maintain the standards of evidence. My object has not been to persuade people that
Spiritualism is true, or plead for their adherence to the Cause, but to present such
evidences as would leave them no alternative but to accept the Spiritualist position
by the sheer weight of' evidence.

The story of my appointment may interest readers. When in February, 1919,
Mr. J. J. Morse was suddenly called to the higher life, I was on tour in South
Wales. I took an all-night journey to officiate at his interment. Standing at the
graveside Councillor J. Ward, then Chairman of The Two Worlds, intimated that
the Directors would like to see me the following week to discuss its future.

In September of the previous year I
had attended a seance at the home of Mr.
James Coates, at Rothesay. Mrs Coates
was a fine trance medium. She was
controlled by Mrs. Britten, and informed
me that I had better take up writing, as
she had selected me to succeed her in
certain work which was dear to her heart.
I told her that in accordance with my
custom I was seeking nothing for myself,
but if the call came to any phase of work,
I would do my best. I suggested that she
might confirm this message through
another medium. It was confirmed two
months later at a meeting at Derby. Then,
at four successive meetings, I had a
description of James Robertson, of
Glasgow,”* and on each occasion he was
described as bearing an enormous pen.
This description came at four different
towns and through different mediums. I

wondered what it meant. At that time I had never written an article in my life.

On arriving at my home in Sheffield after Mr. Morse’s funeral, Mrs. Britten
spoke to me through the mediumship of my wife, saying: “The call has come. I
have selected you as Editor of The Two Worlds. The banner is entrusted to your
keeping.”

A few days later I set out to Manchester to meet the Directors. It was a cold day
in early March. There was a thick misty drizzle, and I was chilled to the marrow.

* _James Robertson was President of the Spiritualists’ National Federation in 1893, his work was mainly in
Glasgow and his association with the “Glasgow Association of Spiritualists” founded in 1866. See Psypioneer
Volume 7, No 10: October 2011:—The Glasgow Association of Spiritualists — Paul J. Gaunt, & Historical Notes
(Glasgow Association of Spiritualists) — The Two Worlds. Jas Robertson died on October 9th 1913 at the age of
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As I was a stranger to Manchester I had brought my wife with me to have a look
round the city. Entering a restaurant for a hot coffee, a man tapped me on the
shoulder. “Aren’t you Mr. Oaten.” I agreed. “What are you doing in Manchester?”
“Oh! I have come over to see some friends.” He said: “I hear a rumour that you are
likely to be the Editor of The Two Worlds.” 1 admitted that I was going to see the
Board that afternoon, and he quickly replied. “You’ll want a house. I know just the
one that will suit you.” Houses were difficult to obtain in 1919. He took me to his
home, where we had a bite of lunch, and my friend. Mr. Charles Rickard,
introduced us to a man who was just leaving his villa to reside at a distance. The
house suited me; there were certain fixtures to take to, and I had taken the house
and paid for the accessories before I had even interviewed the Board or got the
post.

At the Board Meeting, I discovered that in the
previous November, when J. J. Morse was
apparently in good health, Mrs. Britten had
communicated with two of the Directors to say
that Ernest Oaten was to be the next Editor; and a
few weeks before his passing, Morse himself had
intimated that he would like me to succeed him in
the event of his health compelling him to resign.

Through those twenty-one years I have been in
close communication both with Mrs. Britten and J.
J. Morse, and every message received through any
medium has always been confirmed through
another and independent one before I have acted
on the advice. In the most difficult times (and the
present ones are amongst the most difficult), I have
always been sure of their companionship and

peslic advice. Readers will excuse this personal note, but
I 1 MORSE: I thought the story worth telling.

During the past twelve months, the loyalty of my readers and their contributions
to our Sustentation Fund have been a help and an encouragement. Paper and other
difficulties still beset the path, but the war will not last for ever.

With the assistance of my many friends, and the consistent support of the spirit
world, I look forward with every confidence to a greater future for Spiritualism,
The Two Worlds, and for the world in which we live.

~— it
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As the AGM this year returns to the Manchester District,
where it all began in 1890,
we pay tribute to our first President

John Lamont
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John Lamont was a tireless pioneer of National
Spiritualism from the early struggles in the
1870s to establish a national organisation of
Spiritualists. This was fulfilled in 1890 at the
‘National Conference of British Spiritualists’,
held in the Co-operative building. The large
assembly room, large hall and anterooms were
all booked for the Conference on Sunday July
6th 1890.

The Conference was reported over several
issues of “Two Worlds”. July 11th reported:

“... the finest, most thoroughly
representative, and successful gathering of
spiritualists took place that has ever been
remembered in the short but busy annals of
spiritualism in Great Brittain. The three
sessions announced during several past weeks

Co.-.opcrative Hall, Ardwick, n the Two Worlds were thronged with

irth delegates from far and near, representing the
Manchester, S.N.U. B place entire country from London to Glasgow. By the

untiring exertions of the self-appointed and self-sacrificing committees pro tem, every
preparation was complete, every devoted worker was in his or her place, and the
extensive advertisements and notices issued brought together a large number of strangers
and visitors from all quarters.”

“By the admirable arrangements that had been organised, and thanks to the zeal, tact,
and energy of the noble president, John Lamont, Esq., of Liverpool, every item of the
“agenda” was carried out to the letter. The discussions on each resolution were bright,
sharp, and pointed, and in every instance, notwithstanding the large numbers and
divergent minds present, were carried UNANIMOUSLY, and often amidst prolonged and
heartfelt cheers.”

This Conference is accepted by the Spiritualists’ National Union as their foundation; fine
tributes to our first President have been given in the past but they were mistakenly given to
Emma Hardinge Britten, who was never the President. For further details please see
“Pioneer”, Volume 1, No. 1, August 2013: “The Formation of the Spiritualists’ National
Union”. Today Emma is deservedly one of our Presidents-in-Spirit.

John Lamont entered Spiritualism in 1870 as a result of a lecture given by Emma Hardinge
Britten; Lamont become a close family friend. One of his last tasks was to fulfil Emma’s
request for him to conduct her funeral. Lamont had previously acted in the same role
following Emma’s mother’s and husband’s deaths. Emma died (aged 76 years) on the night
of October 2nd 1899, at her residence at 2 Winfield Terrace, Chester Road, Old Trafford,
Manchester. Her funeral took place on Saturday October 7th 1899, commencing in the study
of Emma’s house, where she lay, joined by a few close friends and relatives.'

' Continued: James J. Morse followed with “a brief but impressive oration”, then Walter Howell spoke,
concluding the ceremonial at the house. The coffin was then removed to the hearse; the funeral cortege was long
and contained representatives from all parts of the country. At two o’clock the cortege left the house, passing
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The “Two Worlds”, July 6th 1900, covers the eleventh Annual Conference of the
Spiritualists’ National Federation held at Bradford, Yorks, under the presidency of James J.
Morse, on Saturday and Sunday, 31st June and Ist July. The Conference paid tribute to their
first President, who lay dying. Former three times Federation President Samuel Southern
Chiswell (1852-1910) stated:

Mr. S. S. Chiswell said that on the last occasion they met it was their sad privilege
to send a telegram to Mrs. Britten, who then lay upon a bed of affliction. On this
occasion he was sorry to have to inform them that the ‘grand old man’ of
Spiritualism, Mr. John Lamont, was passing away. They would all feel with him how
much they would lose by the passing from the physical of Mr. Lamont, and he felt
that they would all be in agreement with him when he suggested that they should
send a telegram of sympathy, of love, and of affection to him who had done so much.

Mr. Smedley seconded this proposition from his very heart. He last saw him, their
father and brother John Lamont, at the graveside of Mrs. Britten, and little thought
that so soon he would be called upon to follow her.

The President, in putting the vote, spoke of his lengthened acquaintance with
Mr. Lamont, and of the tender sympathies which were aroused within him when he
thought of the noble labours and sacrifices of their suffering friend.

The motion was agreed to unanimously by a standing vote, and the following
telegram was despatched at once:—

Hodge, 5, Laburnum-road, Fairfield, Liverpool.

The Spiritualists’ National Federation, in Conference assembled at Bradford,
send heartfelt sympathy to you and Mrs. Archie Lamont, in the regretted illness of
John Lamont, and desire you to convey to him their loving sympathy and
esteem.—MORSE, President.

Lamont was active in the ‘Lancashire District Committee’ and presided over several
Conferences. The ‘Lancashire District Committee’ was the first district association to be
formed at a Conference in Bury in August 1875. Its aim was to promote Spiritualism in new
Districts, places of weak or non-existent Spiritualist activity, supply experienced speakers
and distribute literature. “The Spiritualist”, February 2nd 1877, records their efforts:

through the heart of Manchester and attracting widespread attention. “The line of carriages was so extended that
when the wreath-car was well out of Albert-square into Cross-street the last conveyance was just entering the
square at the other end.”

Upon arriving at Harpurhey cemetery, Manchester, the entrance pathway was lined with Lyceumists clothed
in white. Around the grave gathered a great concourse of people, with the Lyceum children in the centre. John
Lamont gave out the hymn; James J. Morse gave the invocation, then Lamont spoke briefly in committing the
coffin to the grave. Edward E. Wallis also spoke, and then after another hymn was sung, “Tell me not in
mournful numbers”, Mr Lamont pronounced a closing benediction, “and the assembled crowd surged toward the
grave to take a last look at the coffin besprinkled with lovely flowers.”

Taken from “The Britten Memorial Museum — A Brief History”, by Paul J. Gaunt.
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“Organisation is the basis of all efficient movements, whether social or political. The
Lancashire Spiritualists have determined that a more vigorous organising policy shall
be commenced at once, for the purpose of enabling every town where there are a few
Spiritualists only, to hold regular Sunday services and week-night classes for
research and discussion in connection with the subject. There is scarcely a town or
village in the district which the Lancashire Committee has not already visited, and
sown the first seeds. Organisation would aid the progress of Spiritualism in these
places.”

The work of the Lancashire Committee can be noted in a report from the fourteenth quarterly
Conference held in the Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street, Manchester, on November 3rd
1878; the president was John Lamont. In Spiritual Notes, p.77, Lamont explained:

(13

. a scheme which the Liverpool Psychological Society wished to enter into
with the Committee, for the Lancashire Committee to supply the Liverpool Society
with speakers every Sunday for six months, except on the five-Sunday months, when
they would supply their own speakers on the fifth Sunday of such months. The
Liverpool Society desired that Mr. Morse should be sent them one Sunday and one
Monday in the month at least.” On one of the Sundays in each month the society
would not object to a local speaker (that is, a resident of Liverpool). The other
Sundays to be filled up by other speakers. For this the Society offered the Committee
£27 for the six months. The proposal was unanimously adopted.”

Much of Lamont’s work was based at his home in Liverpool. He was President for numerous
years of the Liverpool Psychological Society; in 1894 the name changed to the Liverpool
Society of Spiritualists. His connection with Daulby Hall is outlined in his obituary, which
follows. Today it is known as Liverpool Spiritualist Church and is affiliated to the Union.’
Lamont presided at the historic occasion when Emma Hardinge Britten laid the first corner-
stone at the Oldham Spiritual Temple in 1887 and read a paper titled, “What has Spiritualism
taught, and what good has it done for Humanity?” It contained twelve short statements, the
last one being a summary of her creeds/principles. In 1901 they became the foundation of our
Seven Principles; please see “Pioneer”, Volume 1, No. 1, August 2013: “The Laying of the
Oldham Spiritual Temple Corner-Stones”.

On December 29th 1887 John Lamont suffered the loss of his wife, Mary, after almost fifty
years of marriage; Emma Hardinge Britten took the funeral service on New Year’s Day:

Released at last, even those who most loved the gentle invalid,
and will sadly miss her patient face and grateful smile,
cannot grudge her the exchange from a life of hopeless suffering
to one of eternal sunlight and bloom,

“where every tear is dried and pain and sorrow vanish.”

% In June 1879 Morse entered into a second six months’ contract with the Lancashire District Committee to give
ten lectures per month (Spiritual Notes, p. 157).

3 Liverpool Spiritualist Church, 14 Daulby Street, Liverpool, Merseyside L3 5NX.
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Below is published John Lamont’s obituary from the front page of the “Two Worlds”, July

13th 1900:
THE PASSING OF JOHN LAMONT

On Saturday, July 7th, 1900, there departed from the mortal form our old and beloved
friend, John Lamont, of Liverpool. To know him was an education in toleration,
strenuousness, and all virtues that help to build a true manhood. To have his friendship
and affection was to hold prizes indeed. A true son of ‘Caledonia, stern and wild,” he had
all the tenacity and energy of the Scots disposition, and being progressive by nature,
small wonder he outgrew the creed of his youth, and though remaining for many years in
association with a religious body he was ready for a wider interpretation of the problems
of Life, Death, and Immortality than he was there taught, though until 1870 he was not at
all prepared to look for such widening views in connection with Modem Spiritualism.

However, in the year named he was fortunate enough to listen to a lecture by Mrs.
Britten, in Hope Hall, Liverpool. He was much impressed by the ‘cleverness’ of the
woman, but not at all as to the spiritual side of the matter. Subsequently, meeting a
friend, he was induced to investigate, and his first surprise was over the company he
encountered, for, to his astonishment, he found included therein, two Quakers, a
Churchman and a Churchwoman, and a lady! Subsequently, through the mediumship of
his brother’s wife, Mrs. Susan Lamont, Mrs. Everitt, Mr. Taylor, then of Swinton, Miss
Fowler, Mr. D. Duguid, Miss Barlow, and several others of the early workers, he became
positively satisfied of not only the reality of the facts and phenomena, but of the personal
identity of spirits communicating with him. He visited the United States and Australia,
meeting all the most noted mediums in his travels, and gaining a wide, varied, and
intensely interesting series of experiences and information.

Shortly after he became convinced he entered into the local work with energy and
enthusiasm. First with the old Liverpool Psychological Society, then with the Liverpool
Society of Spiritualists, the reformed and remodelled Psychological Society, and for
many years filled the position of President to both bodies with conspicuous credit to
himself and the work. The creation and erection of Daulby Hall was the outcome of his
love for the cause and his tireless energy in serving it, and he it was who purchased the
hall when the mortgagor foreclosed on the property, and so for many years secured it to
the service of the cause. For reasons still too acute to deal with, he sold the property for
exactly the sum for which he purchased it, thereby relieving himself of much anxiety and
trouble, which advancing years and physical weakness rendered him disinclined to
continue to encounter. Spiritualism in Liverpool never had a more faithful friend,
devoted servant, or more liberal supporter. Literally, ‘his left hand’ never knew what ‘his
right hand’ did, and few outside his own domestic circle knew the many sacrifices in
money and friendships his association with our cause entailed upon him.

As a speaker he was often a volunteer on our platforms. Always clear, cogent,
forcible, and at times with a rugged eloquence, not unmixed with native shrewdness, his
addresses were helpful, refreshing, and full of the experience of a careful and thoughtful
investigator. Whether addressing an ordinary meeting, an anniversary, a Lyceum, or
presiding at any public function, he was quite at home, and ever had something racy and
original to propound. Children loved him, young men respected him, the mature admired
him, for he diffused an atmosphere of love wherever he went. We may travel far and
wait long before we meet his like again.
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To us who knew him intimately he has been for years ‘dear Grandpa,” and many are
his loving grand children! His wise counsel has blessed many, his generous hand has
aided many, his home has been as a haven of rest to many, and indeed, many are they
who will miss him more than words can tell.

Now the old and well-known form is cold and still, the sparkle has left those kindly
eyes, the erstwhile warm hand lies cold and nerveless, those lips no longer part with the
old familiar smile. Silent is the mortal voice, blanched the cheeks; the sweet infinite calm
of the White Angel has left its imprint on those dear features. The worn and pain-racked
form rests from the strife, and the sacred duet will soon be reduced to its primal
elements. Stricken on Thursday, May 31st, the imprisoned spirit was released from
bondage and suffering on Saturday, July 7th. For thirty-eight days our beloved brother
endured all the pain that paralysis can inflict, and though all that the devoted niece, Miss
Hodge, and the equally devoted sister-in-law, Mrs. Archie Lamont, could do, the pain
was too intense to be relieved to any considerable extent. Mercifully the Angel came; the
white glory descended and enwrapped the tortured form in its embrace, and gently and
sweetly as a babe at rest came the end of the struggle. Thou art not gone from us, dear
brave soul. Heart so tender and true, thou art with us yet, and ever. Thousands lay their
tributes of love above thy mortal garment, and in the sweet silence of the spirit thy own
silvery voice proclaims, ‘Rejoice!

MR. JOHN LAMONT (LivErrooL)
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HARRY DAWSON

Spiritualists’ National Union President 1953 — 1958

The “Two Worlds” announced, July 4th 1953:

HARRY DAWSON, who becomes the
new president of the Spiritualists’
National Union, is one of the old guard,
for he has already served under six
presidents.

He was reared in the Church of
England, but his questioning mind could |
not accept its doctrines and he became
more or less an agnostic. His introduction
to our subject was his reading of “Spirit
Teachings,” by Stainton Moses, regarded
by many as our bible.

This was followed by study of another
great book, “Harmonial Philosophy,” by
Andrew Jackson Davis, founder of the
Lyceum movement, which caters for
Spiritualist youth.

VARIED OFFICES

Dawson joined a Spiritualist church at "
Crewe, where he met the famous Billy
Hope, the psychic photographer. Then he was moved north and gave years of service in
various offices at Gateshead. Here he made his mark on the Northern District Council,
which led to his appointment as its area representative to the national council.

For some years he acted as president of the Northern District Council. Together with
Ernest Thompson, former Editor of 7wo Worlds, he founded the Newcastle Psychical
Research Institute.

Because of his interest in healing, a subject to which he has devoted many years,
Dawson was asked by the S.N.U. to take over the secretaryship of the committees which
looked after education, exponents and healing.

During his years of service to our cause, he was always puzzled by the unhappy
relationship that existed between the S.N.U. and the Lyceum movements, now happily a
memory of teething troubles, because both organisations have been cemented in a bond
of understanding.

EDUCATION’S APPEAL

His own children were trained in the Lyceum and absorbed teachings which were of
great value not only to them but to him. It is thus understandable that Dawson has spent
so much time on the S.N.U.’s educational activities.

He is fortunate in that his wife is just as an enthusiastic Spiritualist as he is and has
been his faithful companion in all his years of service.
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“I am an admirer of Emma Hardinge Britten, A. J. Davis, Hudson Tuttle and, Alfred
Kitson, pioneers of an age which to many is but a distant memory,” he says.

Today the name Harry Dawson is little known and it is difficult to find any significant
biographical information on him and his mediumship. Dawson came into Spiritualism in
1913. Some indication of Dawson’s mediumship can be gained from the “Two Worlds”,
April 23rd 1937, on the “Readers Page”, by A. Reynolds (D.N.U.), Ipswich, quoted below:

“I joined the Movement, and became a member of Eden Progressive Church in
Gateshead, where Mr. Dawson was president.” He was perhaps the most outstanding
trance speaker and healing medium in the North. Fine addresses in big, rolling sentences,
illustrating spirit-life, laws and philosophy, were expressed through him on the platform.
These lectures by the spirit-doctor were very illuminating—a joy to all thoughtful
spiritualists, but like other prophets the honour which was his due was not accorded him.
He was too near to us and our times.

“I shall never forget the uniquely intimate conversations we had with Mr. Dawson’s
controls—Red Eagle, the Doctor and Joe; as well as numerous other entities who were
passed through the medium for instruction, awakening and rescue. The weekly circles,
held in my home for some years, were characterised by simplicity, friendship and
tolerance. There was nothing “religious” about them, no hymn-singing or prayers; just
conversation on the subject so near and so dear to our hearts—Spiritualism.

“While talking or tinkering with the wireless—then in its infancy,—for Dawson is an
electrician, he would slip quietly under control and a spirit-visitor would be joining in the
conversation.

“His body, which I often felt in the first stages of control, was of icy coldness, and
hard and solid as frozen meat. The characteristics of the controlling entity followed. With
the Indian Chief a lengthening by some 8 inches or 9 inches, so that trousers became
almost knee breeches, and waistcoat almost bursting with chest and shoulder expansion;
the Doctor produces slimming and contraction, with concave chest; and Joe,
foreshortening, stooping, etc.”

“Joe, another control, was although perhaps less progressive, a very valuable guide
regarding mundane affairs. Joe loved to predict when allowed to do so. The higher
guides, however, believed Joe’s predictions tended to make things too easy for us. They
would, they said, weaken rather than strengthen our character. We must face up to life
and solve our own problems. We learned more of the lower spirits and their struggles
towards the higher spheres from Joe than from any of the others. They had progressed—
he was still too near the earth.”

S R

? Eden Progressive National Spiritualist Church, Rectory Hall, Cuthbert’s Place, Bensham, Gateshead was
founded in November 1897. On September 22nd-28th 1997 it celebrated its Centenary; the speakers,
demonstrators, etc. included SNU President Judith Seaman, Duncan Gascoyne, Mary Duffy and Coral Polge.
Spiritualism in Gateshead can be traced back at least to the early 1880s with the ‘Gateshead Society for the
Investigation of Spiritualism’.
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Below is an interesting profile by Philip Paul, published in the “Two Worlds”, April 7th

1956, page 7:
HARRY DAWSON

THE case of the First Gentleman of
British Spiritualism provides an example
that time works many wonders.

In his childhood, well-meaning parents
invested him with their own faith and an
adherence to Church of England
orthodoxy. But the passage of the years
bestowed the ability to reason, and
dissatisfaction replaced his unthinking
acceptance.

For a time he cast about in search of a
rock upon which to build a new belief, but
none was forthcoming. In the course of his
quest he encountered the claims of
Spiritualism. Perhaps it was because they
offered too much hope that they were
rejected, unexamined.

Became agnostic

Though arbitrary, it was a determined verdict. He decided that he was “very opposed” to
Spiritualist practices and beliefs. Thereafter, he became an agnostic, adrift, like so many
others among his fellow-creatures, without port or anchor against the storms of life.

It was his wife who wrought a change. One day, she told him they were to be visited by a
friend of hers, a medium who would provide them with private sittings. He did all but refuse
the visitor admission to the house. But having succumbed to one feminine blandishment it
was a foregone conclusion that he would weaken to another. He had his sitting—and amazing
evidence of the survival of his father, who had passed 20 years before.

So he set out upon the road that was to lead him to the highest office among the
Spiritualists of Britain—and an inheritance of one farthing. For many years that most humble
of coins was the symbol of office carried by the president of the Spiritualists’ National
Union—the post now held by the salutary septuagenarian of whom you are reading. *

Born in Bolton, Harry Dawson was the first of seven children. Soon after his “arrival” in
Spiritualism came the first world war. He was stationed in Gateshead and given work in
connection with the development of apparatus for warning the public of approaching
Zeppelins.

At the end of 1918, he joined the Gateshead Rectory Hall Spiritualist Church, where he
later became president. Next, he was elected to the northern district council of the SNU.
Again, he climbed to presidency.'® Twenty-one years ago, he joined the national council. And
once more he has attained the presidential chair.

191t can be noted that on the Northern District Council web page it gives H. Dawson, President 1943-1947.
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He has a touching memory of this last achievement. “My wife was weeping but smiling
when she brought me the telegram. It said, ‘Congratulations to the new president.” ” Alas,
Mrs. Dawson was to share her husband’s success for only a few months. She passed in
October, 1953—Ieaving instructions that there were to be no flowers at her funeral and asking
that the money which would have been spent on them be donated to the SNU fund of
benevolence for which she had striven for many years."!

There was early evidence of his wife’s survival. At a seance with Elsie Hardwick, he
received a communication which he remembers as “just as if my wife had been there,
speaking in the room.”"?

William Hope, the psychic photographer was instrumental in encouraging Harry’s interest
in the Movement. Since those days of introduction. Harry has taken a keen interest in direct
voice and materialisation activities. Once, at a sitting with a male medium, there was a full-
length materialisation of an unclothed female figure. When Harry subsequently announced
himself as satisfied of the genuineness of this phenomenon; he was told that what he had seen
might, in fact, have been a masquerade by the medium himself.

Harry laughed. “That isn’t so,” he said, “and I should know.” Having spent most of his
working life as a professional physiotherapist, he has some pride in his ability to distinguish
the anatomy of the female from that of the male!

With thinning hair and aquiline features, he retains traces of his northern accent. Shrewd
and with an underlying energy that makes nonsense of his years, he carries high hopes for the
future of Spiritualism. Last year, his presidential duties involved him in 300 journeys all over
the country. Not once in the 12 months was he at his Wragby, Lincolnshire, home for two
weeks in succession.

His inquiring mind prompted a number of experiments by way of combining spiritual
healing with his physiotherapy. A number of successes were achieved. Another result of
these experiments is Harry’s conviction that many of the hand-passes used in healing are
unnecessary.

Each of his children—a son and two daughters—has been “born and bred in Spiritualism.”
Convinced that the future of the Movement rests with the young people of today, Harry
emphasises the importance of educational activities and implements his belief in his Union
policy. In addition to his SNU duties, he is a member of the executive council of the
International Spiritualist Federation and SNU spokesman on the Spiritualists’ Council for
Common Action.

Despite the legislative achievements attained on behalf of British Spiritualists in 1952,
Harry does not consider Spiritualist freedom complete. “We have much to fight for yet,” he
says.

Among his recent activities has been participation in negotiations which have resulted in J.
Arthur Findlay’s promise to bequeath his country home, Stansted Hall, to the movement for

"' The Fund of Benevolence (FOB) was founded by Mrs Minnie Harriet Wallis (1854-1939) in the 1890s. For
further details please see Pioneer, Volume 1, No. 3, April 2014: “Badges, Symbols, and Emblems of the
Spiritualists’ National Union”.

'2 A photograph of Bert and Elsie Hardwick with Harry Dawson (as well as former SNU Presidents John
Stewart and Harold Vigurs) laying the foundation stone of Croydon National Spiritualist Church; Bert Hardwick
was the Church President (1948-1957). Please see Pioneer, Volume 3, No. 3, June 2016.
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use as an educational establishment. Now, Harry devotes some of his energies to swelling the
endowment fund which has been launched by Findlay to provide towards the cost of
equipping this psychic school of the future.'

Told by a gypsy that he will live to 88, Harry seems to have many more years of service to
Spiritualism before him. But he has definite advice for mediums which he would like to see
acted upon now: “Do all in your power to enhance the natural gifts with which you have been
endowed. Find your true bent in psychic work and specialise in that line.”

13 January 1966, SNU General Secretary Richard Ellidge: —“It was early in 1945 that Mr J. Arthur Findlay first
approached the Union regarding Stansted Hall when it was occupied by the Red Cross as a Convalescent Home
and when he resided at Rockingham Castle, Market Harborough. This was followed in 1950 by personal contact
with W. Lorraine Haig, then President of the Union, who appointed a President’s Committee to investigate and
report on a College for Spiritualism. But it was not until January, 1954, that Mr Findlay wrote to Mr H. Dawson,
who had been elected President six months previously, followed by meeting at Stansted, that a direct and close
liaison between the Hall and the Union was established. [...]” Dawson notes, regarding the photograph shown of
himself and Arthur Findlay, that it was taken in 1953 or 1954: “during discussions on the future of Arthur’s
Gift”. Given the above information it would appear to be 1954.
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The ‘President’s Farthing’
e P

* Tt can be noted in the above profile of Harry Dawson:

“So he set out upon the road that was to lead him to the highest office among the
Spiritualists of Britain—and an inheritance of one farthing. For many years that most
humble of coins was the symbol of office carried by the president of the Spiritualists’
National Union—the post now held by the salutary septuagenarian of whom you are
reading.”

It is interesting to note that some 26 years earlier, at the twenty-fifth Annual General Meeting
of the Union, held at Caxton Hall, Westminster and the Artworkers’ Guild, Queens Square,
Southampton Row, London, on July 2nd and 3rd 1927 respectively, SNU President Robert A.
Owen was presented with a new Presidential badge. Below is quoted from Pioneer, Volume 1,
No. 3, April 2014:

PRESENTATION OF A NEW PRESIDENTIAL BADGE.

One of the most interesting events of the Conference took place on Sunday
morning, July 3rd, when Mr. and Mrs. Richardson, of the York Spiritualist Church,
presented the Union with a gold Presidential Badge. The Badge is in blue enamel on
gold, with the name of the Union round the edge, the centre design showing the
Setting Sun over the Book of Nature, with the words Light and Truth standing in
relief. The back is suitably inscribed to commemorate the gift. It has a bar above on
which is inscribed the word President.

Mrs. Richardson, in making the presentation, said that two farthings were once
found in the collection at an annual meeting. She had discovered that one of them
was put in by a resident of York. Whether the actual coin, which had served as a
President’s Badge for many years, was the York coin, she did not know, but it was
appropriate that since the humblest coin of the realm had come from her city, a gift
of the pure metal, gold, should also come from that ancient city, so closely identified
with the introduction of Christianity into England. Mr. Richardson took up the thread
and expressed the pleasure it gave him to have the honour of bestowing upon the
Union some token of adornment to mark the growing honour and dignity of the great
Movement of Spiritualism.

By the unanimous desire of the Conference Mrs. Richardson pinned the badge on
the coat of Mr. Owen, who had been elected the previous day to the office of
President for the third year in succession.

Mr. Owen returned thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Richardson for their generous gift;
Mrs. Raymond and Mrs. Greenwood heartily supporting.
G.F.B.
(George Berry, SNU President 1920-1922)

Can any reader shed any more light on this historic farthing, which once served
as the ‘symbol of office’?

A former monetary unit and coin of the UK, withdrawn in 1961,
equal to a quarter of an old penny.
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Below is a short profile of our former Spiritualists’ National Union President (1909-1910),
Frank Hepworth; this was originally published in the “Two Worlds”, Friday, June 28, 1895,
front page:

MR. FRANK HEPWORTH, OF
LEEDS.

[While Yorkshire has been a prolific field for
the development of mediums, and has given a
number of workers to the Cause, it is curious to
note that the majority have been ladies, and
comparatively few men have exercised the gift of
trance mediumship. Among the few who have
developed of recent years, Mr. Frank Hepworth
has won honourable mention. The addresses of his
spirit inspirers are thoughtful, suggestive, high in
tone, and delivered with earnestness. There has
been marked improvement of late years, both in
matter and manner of delivery, and friend
Hepworth is now a most acceptable speaker. He
has also developed good powers as a clairvoyant.
We have heard him give good, clear, and convincing descriptions, and this feature of
his mediumship would repay constant exercise. Mr. Hepworth has considerable ability
as a singer, and would undoubtedly have been most successful as a comedian had he
given his natural abilities in that direction full scope, but he has preferred to
subordinate them to the more serious and spiritually beneficial, though less financially
remunerative, labours of the advocate of Spiritualism. —ED. T.W.’]

HAVING BEEN PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED with the original of the photo
which appears on the cover this week, and hearing that you would be glad of a few
particulars concerning his life generally, and his conclusions regarding Spiritualism
in particular, it was with little difficulty that I was able to glean from him information
calculated to be of interest to your readers.

In answer to questions regarding his early life, Mr. Hepworth said: —I was born
on March 6, 1859, in a little village called Clayton West, some eight or ten miles
from Huddersfield, but I have no recollection of my birthplace, inasmuch as 1 left
that locality with my parents, I understand, within two years of my birth. I was
reared in a pretty little village named Meanwood, in which place I underwent the
boyish experiences common to country life, viz., modest schooling and romping in
the fields, and subsequently started my working career as groom and errand boy to
the vicar of the parish. When I reached sixteen years of age I had my first bitter
sorrow—my father passed away very suddenly. This was the first acute
manifestation to me of the sad and uncertain side of existence here. Within three
years from this time the remaining members of the family drifted in different
directions, through various causes, and I found myself, the youngest member of the
family, standing practically alone in the world.

“Had you by this time formed any conclusions on religious questions?”

> The Editor was Edward Walter Wallis (1893-1899), co-founder of the “Two Worlds” with Emma Hardinge
Britten in 1887. Wallis was one of our former Presidents in 1898.
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Yes, | was carefully nurtured by the Church of England, attending all services,
first in the capacity of choir-boy for seven years, and subsequently discharging the
duties of “assistant organist,” in the shape of “blower,” for nearly four years. During
those years my plastic mind had been so aptly moulded and fashioned by the desires
of my church that I had no hesitation, in my inexperienced condition, in saying
“Amen” to all her incongruous beliefs and inconsistent declarations.

“How, then, did you become acquainted with Spiritualism?”

Very simply, yet unexpectedly. At twenty-two years of age, I had then been “on
the world” some years, I was actively connected with an Amateur Dramatic Club in
Leeds, and it was customary to hold periodical “socials” at the homes of the various
members. On one of these occasions, in the autumn of 1881, the conversation turned
upon “table-tilting,” and our host, a writing master at the Grammar School, had
witnessed, he said, remarkable phenomena. As is usual upon such recitals, everyone
smiled incredulously, and indicated, by pointing to the head surreptitiously, that the
poor old man was demented. His strange story, however, haunted me for some time,
and my curiosity continued to increase until eventually I suggested to two intimate
friends—man and wife—who were present at the social” mentioned, that we should
try if we could “do” the same thing as our host had done. To show you how ignorant
we were concerning the whole subject, we at once agreed to a limit to the time to be spent
in investigation. We arranged to sit at the table one night a week for one month, and if we
did not succeed in what our host had prophesied, we should arrive at the conclusion that
we had been the victims of a huge joke. We commenced our sittings. Nothing occurred
until the last night of the four, when the table, to our bewilderment, moved. Assuring
ourselves that none of us were personally responsible for the movements, we began to put
questions, and by the slow, but at that time deeply interesting, process of “tilts” in response
to the use of the alphabet, we each received personal messages from the supposed dead.
Some of these were recognised as correct when given; others were afterwards verified.

“Were you then the medium?”

Not to my knowledge. We groped along in the dark (metaphorically speaking only) to
the best of our ability, guided in our researches solely by the intelligence governing the
table until, one evening, some three months after our first sitting, I felt a strange, yet not
unpleasant sensation, possess me. I was entranced by some strange influence, and
remained in that condition nearly half an hour. At each subsequent seance the strange
power controlled me, until eventually the sitters were able to determine the nature of the
influence. Relative and friend, one after another, long passed away, were absolutely
identified, either by the delivery through me of messages of personal interest, or by
demonstrations of the circumstances under which they passed away.

“Being the medium of these manifestations I presume you were quickly convinced of
spiritual phenomena?”

Not so quickly as you may think. I believe it is a matter of common admission that the
medium is the greatest sceptic.

“How do you account for that?”

In this way: In the early experiences of mediums the majority are entranced.
Manifestations of spirit-power, whilst the medium is in this condition, carry strong
conviction to the investigator, but when recounted to the medium they serve rather to
astonish and bewilder than to convince.
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“What then, did convince you of the claims of the spirits?”

A host of sterling facts which occurred during two years’ experience as a medium for
“healing.” During that time I would enter the sitting-room, to meet from twelve to sixteen
people in one evening, who had come to be “healed” of some more or less serious
complaint. Personally, I had no knowledge of either allopathic, homaepathic or botanic
treatment of disease, and yet under the influence of spirit-power, (for I could give it no
other name) scores of people received successful treatment at MY (?) hands. In addition to
this I have had descriptions of relatives on the other side, given to me by other mediums,
and personal messages from these relatives, which have been of the greatest importance
to me, but which by reason of their exclusiveness could not interest you.

“How did you reconcile the teachings of Spiritualism in regard to a future life with the
teachings you had been accustomed to receive in Church upon the subject?”

I never did reconcile them; I even made no attempt. I simply wished to know the truth
concerning that life if there was any method of its disclosure. A considerable time had
passed ere I fully comprehended what was involved in the study of Spiritualism,
although a strange, yet beautiful philosophy had been revealed to us in our little circle
at intervals. I was most deeply impressed from this standpoint on hearing Mrs. E. H.
Britten speak in Leeds in the early part of 1882, and since that time, through personal
conviction and as an instrument in the hands of higher intelligences, I have constantly
endeavoured to the extent of my limitations to expound a philosophy of life, which I
sincerely believe to be (on its adoption by mankind) capable of emancipating man
from social wretchedness and evil and spiritual darkness—a philosophy which
breathes a spirit of true brotherhood into the souls of men.

“How long have you been a public speaker?”

I commenced platform work in 1882, my first experience away from home being
at Halifax, where I was most generously entertained and greatly encouraged to future
work by our staunch and good brother (now passed on), Mr. J. Culpan. Since that
time I have travelled thousands of miles; have, under influence, delivered over 1,500
addresses; have given hundreds of clairvoyant descriptions, most of which have been
readily recognised, and have otherwise tried to make myself useful in the
dissemination of knowledge of a fact and a philosophy, the preface even of which, I
believe, is but vaguely comprehended by millions of men and women all over our
little world.

Much more interesting information regarding the subject of Spiritualism generally
I gleaned from Mr. Hepworth, but I must withhold it, and even already apologise for

encroaching so much upon your valuable space.

A FELLOW-WORKER.
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Our former President continued his Spiritualist work for many years. In the “Two
Worlds”, March 10th 1939, we can note the headlines, “80 Not Out A Healthy Veteran”,
although in the report above it states Hepworth commenced his platform work in 1882
but below suggests two years earlier. Whichever is correct, it can be seen that he dedicated
around six decades to Spiritualism and to the formation of the Union from its earliest
days!

On Monday last we had a call from Mr. Frank Hepworth, of Bury; it was his
birthday. He has completed his eightieth year. He was just returning from taking the
services at Belper.

Frank Hepworth is the veteran of the Movement.
On March 5th he celebrated the 59th anniversary of
his first public meeting. He was then living in
Leeds, and had started development in his own
home. He and a couple of friends had gone for a
walk, and acting on a sudden impulse they were led
to a Spiritualist meeting just in time to hear an
announcement from the platform that the speaker of
the day had disappointed them. While sitting in the
audience, Frank passed under control, went to the
platform, and gave the address and clairvoyance.
From that day he has been a regular platform
worker. In the last ten years he has not had half a
dozen Sundays free of the platform, and judging by
his bright, breezy personality, he appears to have
many years of active service before him.

Forty years ago, Mr. Frank Hepworth was a missioner for the National Federation;
for many years he served on the Council of the S.N.U., and for twelve months
occupied the presidential chair.

Nearly half a century ago he married the daughter of Joseph Armitage, of
Dewsbury, a man who, in the early days of the Movement, regularly appeared on the
platforms in Yorkshire, always accompanied by his little table. Instead of giving
clairvoyance, Joseph would get the names and addresses of relatives of people in the
audience by tilts through his table, and many hundreds of veridical messages and
descriptions were given by him in this fashion.

Quite recently, Mrs. Hepworth was knocked down by a car and had to enter Bury
Hospital. We are glad to hear that she is now at home and making a good recovery,
though it will be some weeks before she is fit again. Many friends in the North will
be glad to hear that despite a few recent colds, Frank is fit and well.

S R
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HAROLD VIGURS

Spiritualists’ National Union President 1943-1948

He was an important civil servant who brought his expertise to bear within the
Union, particularly during the problems of Helen Duncan’s trial.

He was well-known for his exposition of the Seven Principles.
Below is taken from the “Two Worlds”, March 24th 1956, page 7:

TRYING to persuade him to talk about
himself becomes a kind of biographical strip-
tease. He peels the facts off one by one, only
in answer to questions and then with obvious
reluctance. But his is one of the outstanding
stories of modern Spiritualism.

The elder of two sons, Alfred Harold
Leonard Vigurs comes of Celtic forbears. He
was born in Portsmouth, where his father was
in business. His mother was “naturally
psychic. She used to see her father after he
had passed.”

Harold evidently inherited some of his
mother’s sixth sense. His clairvoyant
experiences often terrified him. At two
o’clock one morning, he awoke to see an
erect figure standing at the foot of my bed. It
was radiantly luminous—so much so that it
paled the moonlight shining into the room.

Vision fulfils wish

“Then I saw the figures of four children on each side of my bed, kneeling in prayer.
They appeared solid, blocking out the furniture and wallpaper behind them. The message
they gave me was: “You have had your vision. Now always remember that you are a child
of many prayers.””

At that time he was a member of a Baptist church. The minister had been preaching
about seeing visions and dreaming dreams. Harold, then 14, had thought that he would
like such an experience. The vision, he believes, was the answer to his wish. But there
was a strange sequel.

Just before his mother passed, she told him of her conversation with the Baptist
minister. “He told me I should be a very proud mother,” she confided. “He said you are
a child of many prayers.”

He wanted to know

Then, as 